
Use It Again, Manatee! 
 

USE OF RECLAIMED WATER 
 
Conserving Our Precious Resource 
 
Manatee County, like other coastal communities 
in Florida, has seen tremendous growth over the 
years.  It is also in these coastal communities 
that ground water supplies are the most limited, 
shallow, and vulnerable to overdraft, 
contamination, and salt water intrusion.  As 
rapid growth increases the demand for fresh 
water, the challenge of developing alternative 
water sources to satisfy future needs becomes 
critical.  Fortunately, science and technology 
have developed economical ways to conserve 
limited fresh water supplies…reuse of reclaimed 
water. 
 
What Is Reclaimed Water? 
 
Use of reclaimed water is taking what we once 
considered to be wastewater, giving it a high 
degree of treatment, and using the resulting 
high-quality reclaimed water for a new, 
beneficial use.  Cleaning or removing impurities 
from wastewater is like washing dishes after a 
meal.  We don’t throw away the dishes every 
time we use them.  Extensive treatment and 
disinfection by the wastewater treatment plant 
ensure the public health and environmental 
quality are protected.  A multi-stage treatment 
process eliminates pathogens (solids, organics, 
and viruses), but the reclaimed water still retains 
nitrogen, phosphorus, and other nutrients that 
work as fertilizers to enhance ornamental plant 
and turf grass growth.  This process produces 
water ideal for lawn sprinkling and other 
irrigation purposes, but not suitable for human 
or animal consumption. 
 

Saving Fresh Water 
 
Water studies reveal that in many communities, 
up to 50 percent of the scarce drinking water that 
flows through water meters each month is used 
to maintain landscape and turf grass.  This trend 
can be reversed in Manatee County since much 
of the demand for irrigation can be met with 
reclaimed water, thus helping to save precious 
potable water supplies.  In addition to residential 
irrigation use, reclaimed water is used on many 
golf courses and farms throughout the county 
saving even more potable water. 
 
Things You Should Know 
 
Irrigating with reclaimed water is not much 
different from irrigating with well or tap water 
except that reclaimed water does not have time 
restrictions for usage.  Reclaimed water is also 
much less expensive than potable water.  To take 
advantage of the program, you must already 
have, or are willing to install, a sprinkler system.  
Existing, in-ground sprinkler systems can be 
connected with little or no modifications.  
Reclaimed water is nutrient-rich, but because of 
its origin and composition, the use of reclaimed 
water is restricted by federal, state and local 
regulations. 
 
Reuse 
 
Finding a use for reclaimed water is easy.  It can 
be used for: 

 
 Irrigating Landscapes – Reclaimed 

water can be used to irrigate parks, golf 
courses, medians, and residential lawns. 

 Agricultural Irrigation – Reclaimed 
water can safely be used to irrigate 
citrus, pasture lands and other crops. 

 

 Recharge Ground Water – Rapid 
infiltration basins can be used to allow 
high-quality reclaimed water to soak 
into the ground to recharge valuable 
ground water. 

 Industrial Uses – Industrial facilities 
and power plants can use reclaimed 
water as a source for cooling, or for 
some manufacturing processes. 

 Fire Protection – Reclaimed water can 
be supplied to fire hydrants and 
sprinkler systems for fire fighting.  In 
Manatee County, fire hydrants 
connected to reclaimed water lines are 
painted distinctive lavender. 

 Aesthetic Fountains and Lagoons – 
Reclaimed water can be used in 
decorative ponds, fountains, and other 
landscaping features. 

 Dust Control – Reclaimed water can be 
sprinkled at construction sites or other 
places to reduce blowing dust. 

 
Uses NOT Permitted 
 
NO consumption of reclaimed water…human or 
animal 
NO connection to a dwelling for toilet flushing 
or other household uses 
NO interconnection with another water source 
NO use for body-contact recreation like 
swimming 
NO use through above ground hose bibs, 
faucets, quick couplers or hoses, etc. 
NO filling of swimming pools 
NO sharing a common reclaimed service or 
connection between properties, and 
NO washing of equipment such as cars, boats, 
driveways or structures. 
 
 
 
 



Special Use Permits 
 
Homeowners wishing to use reclaimed water for 
purposes other than irrigation of landscape, 
plants, and turf grass, must submit a request for 
evaluation and approval to:  Manatee Utilities 
Department, Reclaimed Water Program,  4410 
66th Street West, Bradenton, Florida 34210. 
 
Please Follow The Rules 
 
Where reclaimed water is used, all of the non-
permitted uses listed above are violations of 
state law, and county ordinances or policies, and 
may be subject to financial penalties as well as 
interruption of service. 
 
Nature Recycles Water 
 
The supply of water in the world is finite.  Water 
is neither being created nor destroyed.  The same 
amount of water is available today as was 
available when the dinosaurs roamed.  Nature 
reuses water, so can we.  The “hydrologic cycle” 
is an endless loop of water recycling.  Water 
evaporates from lakes and oceans to form 
clouds.  Rainfall then establishes lakes and 
streams.  Some water percolates into the ground 
to become groundwater, some of which flows 
into streams and lakes.  Water in lakes and 
streams evaporates, or flows into the sea where 
it evaporates.  And the cycle goes on and on.  
The same water has been used and reused 
through this cycle – millions and millions of 
times. 
 
A Few Watering Tips 
 
How much water is enough?  Efficient watering 
wets only the turf grass root zone, does not 
saturate the sod, and does not run off.  Here is a 
simple water schedule:  Apply ½ to ¾ inches of 
water 2 to 3 times weekly in the summer and 

every 10 to 14 days in the winter.  If it rains, 
sprinkling should be suspended. 
 
Check The Vital Signs 
 
Your lawn won’t speak, but it will give off silent 
alarms when it has too much or too little water.  
When out in the yard, check the vital signs.  
Look for areas that may show signs of excessive 
moisture, standing water or yellowing of leaf 
areas.  One way to reduce root rot is to reduce 
the amount of water you apply during rainy 
periods, permitting the soil to dry.  Excessive 
rainfall, combined with heavy watering, can 
displace the small pockets of air between the soil 
particles, not allowing excess water to penetrate 
the soil surface.  If these conditions exist for an 
extended period of time, roots remove all 
oxygen from the water in the soil and the roots 
cannot breathe.  The root dies from lack of 
oxygen, leading to fungal root rot, which 
eventually kills the turf grass. 
 
When To Water 
 
Resume watering when the lawn begins to show 
these signs of stress: 

 slight wilting 
 leaf blades folded in half or curled 
 footprints remaining in the grass longer 
than normal, or 

 gray spots in the lawn. 
 
Mulching and Landscaping 
 
The use of mulch, rock, and ground cover can 
reduce your irrigated space as well as add beauty 
and character to the landscape.  Careful selection 
and proper application of these materials can: 
 

 reduce maintenance time 
 conserve water 
 provide color contract to the landscape. 
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For more information please write… 
 

Manatee County Utilities Department 
Reclaimed Water Program 

4410 66th Street West 
Bradenton, Florida  34210 

 
E-mail… 

Water.Saver@MyManatee.org 
 

Or call… 
941-792-8811, extension 5327 
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